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Free, interactive dog welfare and
safety workshops!




WHAT IS BE DOG SMART?

Be Dog Smart is the Dogs Trust Education Programme offering exciting, interactive dog welfare
workshops and assemblies. Our lessons are designed to naturally embed PSHE, promoting discussion
around actions and consequences and encouraging critical thinking.

Responsible Dog Ownership and Safe Behaviour Around Dogs are the underpinning themes of our

programme, and one or both of these will feature in all of our workshops.

Safe Behaviour Around Dogs — KS2 -
1 hour

We have a variety of safety workshops, all
of which aim to encourage learners to
consider and implement a more
compassionate, realistic understanding of
what is safe and appropriate behaviour
around both the dogs they share their
homes with as well as those belonging to
other people.

Happy Dog Rules — KS1 -
45 minutes*

Once minimum booking requirements are met,
we would be happy to offer KS1 our Happy
Dog Rules workshop. This workshop uses role
play, repetition and action to teach learners 5
safety rules about their own behaviour to
ensure the dogs in their lives are relaxed and

happy.

*Timings and availability for this will need to
be agreed with your local Education and
Community Officer.

Responsible Dog Ownership — KS2 -
1 hour

Learners will consider what dogs need to be
healthy and happy. They will explore
tangible dog care items through games and
role play to bring responsible dog ownership
to life. By the end of the workshop learners
will be able to provide reasoned
explanations about whether dog ownership
is suitable for everyone, and what must be
considered before taking on this long-term

commitment.

Safety assembly — all primary ages -
20-30 minutes*

We strongly encourage schools to book an
assembly in addition to workshops to engage
the whole school. Our assemblies cover
important advice such as when it wouldn’t be

safe or fair to stroke a dog, as well as what to
do if approached by a dog you don’t know.

*Timings to be agreed with your local
Education and Community Officer.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How much will it cost? Do we need to fundraise?
The Education Programme is not linked to fundraising - though donations will of course always be

gratefully received! There is absolutely no cost for our workshops and you can book as many as you
like!

What are your minimum booking requirements?
Our target audience is KS2, and they are therefore the focus of our school visits. All school visits
must include a minimum of two individual KS2 workshops.

Do you visit other settings, e.g. SEN schools, secondary schools, home-school
groups, etc.?

We have very limited provision outside of mainstream primary school settings, but please get in touch
with your local Education and Community Officer to discuss your requirements.

Will a real dog be visiting?

Education and Community Officers do not use real dogs when visiting schools. Pretend dogs are used
as an alternative.

You can read Dogs Trust’s stance on the use of dogs in schools and download our guidance document
here: www.learnwithdogstrust.org.uk/school-dogs

We have pupils that are scared of dogs. Could your workshops help them?

In addition to our Safe Behaviour Around Dogs workshops, we have developed a workshop for
children and their families on how to understand dogs better and hopefully build their confidence.
The Understanding Dogs workshop has been developed for KS2 children and their parents/carers
and is delivered as an after school session. If you are interested in this, please discuss with your
local Education and Community Officer.

What do you need?

We bring all the resources we need. Presentations will be brought on a USB drive, so we need access
to a laptop or computer connected to a projector or Smart Board. If this is not possible, discuss with
your Education and Community Officer prior to a visit so alternative arrangements can be made.

How can | book?
Your local Education and Community Officer will manage the booking process with you. You can find
all contact details on www.learnwithdogstrust.org.uk.
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